SUPPLEMENTAL METHODS

Process of selecting the comparator area
Sentinel 2008 had high levels of participation across all regions of England: it was estimated that all acute trusts admitting acute stroke patients took part in the audit. In SINAP, the proportion of sites participating across the Rest of England was considerably lower than in London and Greater Manchester. Given the different levels of participation in the before and after periods, we concluded that the rest of England would not represent a suitable control group for a before and after analysis. 
